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By ALan Howarn

“I will produce for this awdience a 600
pound man-earing Bengal viger!”

Thee rnam onstage covers himself with a
clogh. Suddenly, a horrible growling arrack
i heard, When the cloth s dropped to the
floor, the man is again revealed, No tiger
i5 in sight, but the man's clothing has been
ripped o shreds,

*Thart's as close as I'm gonna get,” shrugs
the amered Fielding West, Bur while the gian
feline never materializes, plenty of Laghs do.

Frelding West was born 61 years ago in
Boise, [daho, after being conceived in Japan,
his parents told him, whale his father was sta-
tioned there with the US Air Force, In what
would become rypecal of Fielding's career,
his interest in magic began in a way thar has
a shght twist bromn the ordmary, 1t was has
mother whe showed voung Fielding his hirst
magic: a card trick when he was seven or
cight vears old, then a wooden paddle with
a peg thar jumped from hole o hole, As it
rurneed our, Fielding's mother been taught
a few wricks when she was 1 child herself,
including the paddle move, using thar paddle,
which had been hand-carved for ber by her
magician father

Fielding’s grandfather, Lewis Young, was
the real magic fan in che family, an amareur
conjurar who worked a5 an apent for the
Sanea Fe Railroad. When Fielding was abow
cedl, asoaisl 1959, he wene out oo stay with his
gramdparents for 2 sumener in Tulase, Califor-
fia. 1|:'-;}c,|ni: shomeed Firl-:|:|||5 wse trckes and
promised go take the boy to “the place where
magicians keep all their secrets.” To preserve
the mystery just a bit longer, he Mlindfolded
Fielding as they made their way to the spor.

*lIt was summer in California,” recalls
West. *It was boiling hor ouside, and [ was
wearing 3 blindfold mask.™ Guided sightless
clovwen tlee dtreer, ["i|.'|-.|i.||'_:; remsembers walk-
g four or five Blocks, then ]'H_'il:l|:" lied anpen
a cool bailding where he heard fans whir
ring arcund him, When the blimdfold was
removed, he was stunned,

“CGrandpa, we're in the library!™

The public library, where they were stand-
ing i front of a shelf containing a dozen or
more hooks on magic, *The secrets are kepe
here,™ explained Grandpa, “amd they are
sade here because no ane reads.™ Felding
himself was “nos a reader™ until that point,
but he went through the magic books, has
grandfather making him learn all the tncks in
one befare allowing him to star on another.
Ficlding studied, then did shows for his
prandparents in the evenings,

in 1974, Fiedding Wast, mge 27, wos the erealor
ond hes! of Magic Gong, o weekly holfhewr fele-

[T T=] program in Jackeanville, Flanida.

Around the same timse, a teip oo Dis-
|1{~3.'].1r||;| |_'|n:_|1|5|tr 2 visit 1o the |n:|§.:i-\'.' :q.|'.-|:-|1
there, and Fielding brought home Peter
F.abbir Goes to Town = the mulaplying
sponge bunnics trick — and a small sec of
multiplying balls.

He continged plaving with magic as his
r','ln|1|_'_p' moved aroend the country, relogar-
ing Cvery fowe yiars o ks Bathirs ||:|i3i|!:|'r:.'
work, “It%s a great preparation For show busa-
ness,” says Fielding, © as you kearn to have no
qualms abour picking up and moving on,”™

By 1963, the family had sereled in
Albany, Creorgia. Fielding was in ninth grade
there when Beatlemamia hit the U5 and, like
Many feens -:LI' rh{' I;i||1|_'I has mnterest burmed o
misic, ]1,:|r|:|c||'|.'|1'|_'!-' the rock-and-rall of the
British Invasion bands, As West savs, “1 was
a kid with thick glasses, pimples, and braces;

| Agured che one possible way to get girls to
fgs0E Fibe Was L0 il'.li:l'l a band.”

He ealked 1o lellow classmares abour 2
banal in has school, bat they already had a
guicarist, his first chioiee, They also had 2 bass
player, so he sentded for the drums by defanlt

While he pur magic “on the back burner™
for a time, his interest in the mysteriows and
wnusual did mot disappear. Ficlding became
intrigued by hypnotism afrer seving a stage
hypraaist while i lagh school, When the
James E. Strazes Carmival came to the anea,
West was furher fasciated. “There was the
byprotisy, the lady with elephantins, “the
Man with Three Eves and Two Moses,” "Mr
Flectric' shooting sparks aceoss the stape.
And for one dollar exeea, vou coald go and
see the hermaphrodice, [ thoughs, Yor ke
rebat? This 15 for me!™ Fielding kept retarn-

MARCH

2012 a7




ing to the carnival, riding his bicyele nine
mides srch way between the Air Farce base
and ehe carmaval lot, The carmes ler him

see the shows For free if he helped clean up
afterward, and Fielding was able 1o learn
ssich arcane skills as fire cating and sword
swallowing. These abilines would prove o be
surprisingly wsefil lager in life.

By the time he entered Valdosta State
College in the fall of 1967, West was accom-
plished enough as a drumaser to have a regu-
lar gig in an B&B band, playing rwo nighs
a week in the Officers’ Club on the Air Force
base. Fielding was paid $50 per night. “I was
rich, by collepe standards,™ be savs,

The Officers’ Club was a # ol A2, b
Fielding was a bit put off by the strice admo-
netion to aot play any reck music, That was
just a small part of his growing dissanisfacion
with the status quo and, like many college
studdents of the lare ‘60, Fielding joined in
with protests o imitiate chanpe. He joined

A Crazy Way

for & mag
m&wﬁﬁﬁ Wesl Jr.

Students for 2 Democrate Sociery (SD5) and
went on antivwar masches — an the same
rirne thar lis miliary Eacher |!||1'_:|1| l.l.'-:l:'l:ini:
dirccely with President Mixon as an advance
secunty agent om Air Force Ome, Long-
haired, mustachiosd Fielding was no longer
welcome at home,

[t was freezing in Washingron, DO, when
Fielding joined the 506 in a protest against the
Viemam War. Havang asrived fram {,-ll_'l:-rt'_i..,l
with an imadequate windbreaker, Pielding was
miseralde in the cold, While marching with
the group through the streets of the nation's
capital, he happened to spot Al Cohen's Magic
Shop. In an inscant, his plans chanped, and
he abandoned che freczing outdoor protess,
“I'll see you puys kes,™ ke shouted, then he
hieaded for the warmah of the store,

It was Fielding's hirst visit t0 a magic shop
singe his day at Disnevland many years ear-
lier, and he happened in at the perfect time.
*Mobody was in the shop because there were
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a million-and-a-half demonstracors marching
in the streets outside,” Wiest says, Great rim-
ing for Fielding, bur not so pooad for auther
Henning Melms, who kad just released a
baak e was there 1o proaide. Duke Stern
wits warking in the shop that day, and he
sold the young protestor a thumb tip, some
searves, and a dyve tabe, Then Al Cohen said
that he should also buy the new book by his
friend Henndng. Fielding lefr the shop with a
copy of Magic and Shospsrarsbup amd 2 new
focus “thae changed everything™ in has lite,

West went home and pracuced, read, and
practiced some more, He began doing magic
for friends. Another war protest march
meant another crip to DC and Cohens
shap. When he did some informal magic
at 3 Party, SeMmeons put out 3 top hat an
the floor and convinced the guests thar the
magician shouldd be earning some aps. The
hat flled wp with about $200, and Ficlding
used the money to buy more props — a Milk
Pitcher, 2 Zombie, and a Flying Carpet illo-
son — and ke was on his way 1o doing even
more tricks ac the nest paroy.

He also began doing hvpnotiam stimgs,
hi'.'illg learned them basically on his owm, “1
couldn’s et anyone o wach me hypnotism,™
West recalls, “so I started hanging around all
the fairs in the South, wanching che acts. And
[ thoughe, O, T can do tlhis.,”

YWhile earning a degree in psvehalosy,
along with raking as many thearer classes
a5 he could, Field ing continued o explore
hocws poces and bokum. Heading seush 1o
Tallahassee, Flomida, he met up with “Dr,
Johnsom,” a self-proclaimed psychic surgeon.
Frelding watched the quack physician per-
form apparent miracles, thinking, I can do
tricks, bt plris really is magic! 1 thowghe
it was real,” says Fielding, 1 bouglt into
it hook, line, and sinkee™ He seon learned
thar the *doctor™ was :||.'l|:|r|||:.' A con man,
“IEI!':'"-'FI' |:-r|l|r|i|:||.'|1l Fu-.}'-t_'hl-;_' in-.'u:slitplm':.
were Later taken in El:.' the fraud,

Entermg graduate school ar Florida Scare
Universaty, West's ife changed irrevocably
thanks to his F5U reommates. They ran a
lzcal club called The Down Under, a cof-
fechouse vpe of performance space that fea-
twred folk music and a small variety of other
acts. Having booked a comedy nkagician for
a weekend in November 1973, they asked
Fielding to ferch the act from the airport —
it bevause Fielding was also a magician,
bug because be was the only one who had
his own car, Few people had heard of Steve
Martin then, but West shueeled him aroind
and watched all four of his shows that
weekend. Fielding was impressed noz enly
with Marrins onstape perfarmance, but his
offstage antics immediately afrer che shows,
For instance, Seve brough the whols andi-
efice nulside, |1||.||.'kin_u the mam road, then



[Facing] The first color photo in the Florida Times-Unien, 1976, [Above]
Fielding in college, 1973, The cast of Fialding West & Company, 1979,
Fiadding awd his wite Pam oz the apening sef fov Stegpanwalf in the Capo

Koom at the Sohora in las Vagas, 1962

he hailed a scranger’s car and hicched a life
Back to his borel, He also did bis elassic bie
of cajoling 1
ming pe, then “swimming”™ across their
upraisad hands,

When Fielding saw what Marrin was able
o accomplish, he was inspirad o follow in
the comedian’s “wild and crazy™ footsteps.

{ don’t weed to po to praduare school, West
thought. ' oeta bere! From that paing,
|'.".'||.‘|i|:'|g |L';..".'||'| hl.'l'l.'lh;l'.ll: |'.|r||'|:.'," a% he puats ok,
He left schoal, began |'\-:'rh:-r|1|i||;.; more and
nvire, ad Eorced himself oo try oat new bits
anl ideas every B,

Feelding worked as a car salesman in Jack-
senville, Flonda, by day. Ac nighe, he was a
magian and a performer of scrange stunes.
He became a member of the local IBM Ring,
Un Geller weas big ac the rime, so Fielding
learned to bend spoons. He did a hypnoss
act, ane fire, and did swosd swillowing with
bent coat hangers. The lanter became a use
ful gamibat in cadpeng free meals, He would
ask the peslaurang IGAMAET '.l.'|'|-,-r|_' |1|,' h.1.;] st

e .'.I'.-il!l'lll\. e 1Ak an q".l'.l:l','lu' SWLIT-

ahinezel: “1F [ can swallow this coar hanger, will
vou pick up my tabd™ A surprising number
said yes, 5o Ficlding would bend the hanger
in half and lowee i down bis theoat

One day in March 1976, Fielding walked
ke the alhces of the Florda Times Urrom,
He Rlled his mouzh wath gas, it a torch,
and stunmed the newspaper staff by blow.
ing & stream of fire from has lips, He then
announed himself as *The Amazing Field-
ing.” and procesded to encertain the office
with fire earing, coar hanger swallowing,
bending spoons and focks, and the Neadle
Through Arm. A reporter and photographer
jumped an the stunts, asking him to repeat
his fire-spouting entrance, The resulting
phote magle the frong Page and was the first
colar |'-i.,:||'.r|_' ower pr'.||1|_'|_| i the Tomes- Lrion,

The eve-catching image was seen by a
local television producer, who called Fielding
im For an imcerview, As @ resule, Fielding was
hired to write and host 2 Saturday morning
children’s show — apparenty seeing West's
sideshow skills got the station manager think-

Iy

LA

ing, Thar's good for kids! B 27-vear-old
Freldinng was up o the 1ask, and far the next
pwn years he was seen each week on Jackson-
ville TV for half an howr, doing magic, stunts,
and wacky gags for kids at home and in che
studie audience.

Along with Fred the Bionic Chicken — a
sunglasses-wearing rubber chicken thar was
rossed onio the set with notes anached —
Fielding made Mapie Crang a hin for the CBS
ill‘liliil‘.l.'- -I.IIL' '\-I'III'I'r' ‘-':II'III.'ti'II":'E"'h EWETl I:"I.'.Ii
.':-'.v.q_lr.llc'."'.rn'n'r m rh.;- ||h;a| r.1|i|'=J__"\_-.. an m'q;.ui-::n
that prompted a faux Big Bird o leap out
af a box onstage and hic Fielding in the face
with a pie.

*I kmew there had o be something more
to show business than a Samueday morning
kids show, bur [ dide't know hew 1o get to
i,™ ]:il.'|-:|'i|:_.; L= 1 L8 He l-c'.'|:-! ||||~\.I|i||;{ A% many
shows a5 he could, i as many venoes as
pissable, from the Jacksonville streets to the
stapes amd sereens,

While he was oaly pard 350 per week
for all his work on Magic Gang, Frelding
MaRCH 2012 9




invested the money wisely, using it v buy ad
rime on the same TV statson. Kids wauld see
hitin ain F-.'I[I.Irlji'l'!-' |1|l.|r1|:.||;.;-., lust |.|I:-nighr
msowvie viewers would see commeraals for
Feelding the Magician, and he found himself
sy with bookings across the viewing area,
At the same ome, Frelding was also doing
his stage hvpnosis act in shopping centers,
the high-paying gigs pleasandy offsenting the
meaper TV salarg

Several rock bands made therr hames in
Jacksomville = bands such as Lynyrd Sky-
nyrd, 38 Speaial, and Molly Harchet, all of
whom became nationally known in the lage
19705, The local rockers scarted bringing

SIX THINGS YOU
MIGHT NOT WANT
TO KNOW ABOUT

FIELDING

K1) MAGIC
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their children inta the TV stwdio to warch
Magic Gang broadeasts, and then chey
invited Fielding to work as their opening act
im the music clubs. It was in one such venee
thar an agent saw Fielding's act. He teamed
Feelding up with a bansd that bhe represented,
and sem them out on tour together

*1 resigned from Magre Gang and spent
a year-and-a-half with the band,” says West,
“and they hated me because [ kepr changing
things every night.” It probably didn't kelp
that the five-person band, formerly known
as Profn, came to be known as Fielding
West & Company. Fielding became the main
attraction, working hard to try out new
magi and gags every night. He would go 1o
his local magic shep and get 2 new illusion,
start doing shows with it o pay it off, chen
g back and per anathee illusion. Muech of
his myoney went back mto the props and cos-
tumes, He admits that his polyester bodger
was predty high in those days.

Coswming played an imporant role in
one of Fielding's most notable illusions. The
Rocky Harror Fichire Sbowe was 2 favorite
cule films of the day, and Fielding thought to
briedly emulane the -:rl:--.'-.-dn':».-.iﬂg male sar
by wes |:r|n|_ stockings and a bustier, butin a
:-l.lrr.mug and hilariows manner. He began
presenting his Metamerphosis with a female
assistant roller-skating onstage in the pro-
vocative owtfr, then getting ineo the erunk,
Fielding then stood atop the erunk and rased
the curtain, bt “accidemally™ et the cloth
slip, sheckingly revealing that he was dressed
in the assstant’s lingerie, He quickly brought
the cover back up and completed the wrick,
the girl was freed, and Fielding emerged
from the trunk in his. normal clothes. The
brief *What the...?™ moment in the middle
brought a huge qugh. West had previously
done the gag with a pair of funny boxer
shores under his rear-away suit, bot the linge-
fie made the mament even maore outragomus,

The shows with the band opened with
Feelding’s 45-minute magic act, The band then
hasl their own set, and the evening finished
with Fielding’s hypnosis show, The audi-
ence already knew him as a magician, so the
hypnotism was mixed with book vess and
ather mentalism and bizarre effects, such as
ﬂuhil'.:..l" ashes AP P O i |||.||:|1-,'|_'rh' FI.'IITIi.i.
thanks o thee clever vse of 2 voodoo dodl, All
of the stunts were done while the participants
were ostage, under Fieldings spell, He had
a unique way of getting people to volunteer
Taking an idea from comic book super-heroine
Warsler Woman ard her golden Lasso of
Truth, Fielding used a thick pold rope 1o et
peoples sugpestibilioy. Tossing the sape into
the crowd, he asked people o grab oato i,
then told them they could naot let go. The ones
whe were susceptible to his commands found
themselves sl hodding on whils I||r:| were

Afiar tying up bocal Los Veges TV hes! Tany Sacea,
suppasadly for on escope sl on his shaw in
|§3|$.. i |'e1'|:|.:.'lg than foak over, inlcrn'mﬂ'ng Lanog
Buron, Wast with Sl'cgrr.:m'.{. F:'u:l}- ang tha |07
Desort Saminar bronze oward for comeady magic.
The Fialding West Show: Comeady, Tricks, & Ma-
kad Chicks debuled in 2007 af the Bowbaon Strest
coning A [os Wegas.

sloawly pulled Feom ther seats and walked onto
the stage, The act concluded wath Fielding
causing a volunteer oo lie rigid beoween owo
chairs while he stood an top of the person.

Ficlding West & Company made ther
way across the country, arriving in Las ".-r! as
|||‘~I after Christmas in 1979, T|||.. had been
booked o The Ming casimo, |1|,|.| 15 was the
last gig For ehe group. Already unhappy, the
bard decided to quit the towr after their man-
ager lost all the money from The Minr gig a1
the craps cable. Fil.'l-:|'.||.'_:,' renained m twn,
excited by the prospect of doing a showcase
at the Sahara Hotel, He pulled owt all the
stops for his acts, which featured gi"|5._ hirds,
and a pair of Burmese pythons, but the 1 a.m.
showease gamered no interest,

Stll, Fielding stuck around Sin Cicy, doing
whatever work he could and gerting o know
the ether magicians in tewn, He ook up a
st across the street from the Sahara, stand
il'll;_ ':!l'.ll:'\-\.ilz-\.‘ rlll:" _II'II |:| ']rrl|1:,:.,, i '§I'Il.'lr|:-|'.'¢'l.'|3
establishment that was the only Las Viegas
casing with an acwal strip club and ®adule
novvelty™ store inside. Frelding stond by the
frons door, making and selling X-razed bal-
loon dogs. He was living in a van thar e
parked on che Seeip, but it was difficult to get
Ay !'hll.'l.'l"I .Ih'i.':ll.l‘-\.l.' I:':I-Jil,'l.' L.I.'I"' \\'ﬂki:ll::' Ilil'll
uge 10 move t|'|!_' wl, |:.l.'|_'|'.|||,j.|!:.'. IZ_-.lrl HI_\,,'IC.

# sueciigiul 1..'-!'-5.1'-. act known as Carlion &
Company, let Fielding park in his driveway.

Peck helped Fielding our in other ways,
paving him $100 to write dialogue for his
show. He alse offered Fielding tickets o the
Jimmy Awards ar the Tropicana hotel, an
EVEnL Jll.ll'u.ll'iug “the Best of Las 1pr'.j..::'|s-..“ with
the awards named after Jimmy Durante, Tt
was March 1980, Sieglned & Roy won Best
Specialey Act, Wayland Flowers & Madame
wis namesd Best Lounge Act, and Liberace
was crowned Las Vegas Star of the Year

Fielding arrived at the event with plastic
bags in his pockets, which he used 1o steal
food from the free biffer, As he was loading
his pocker with shrimp, West heard @ voice
behind him say, “Thar can't smell good.™ He
turned around 10 see Liberace warching him,
and the two streck LE[ 1 € ersateon. Field-
iu;.'\I |.':i.|:l|:|E||rc| that he waz a |:-,'.'|'-:|'r||1!_'r, and
told e has Failed showease at the Sahara. fAs
a result, Liberace had a phone brought over
to him and placed a call, saying he had jos:
met a magictan “wich a ot of mosie and a
pocketful of shomp.™ On the screnpeh of the




recommendarion by Liberace — “Call me
Lee™ — another showcase was ser ipr, bur
with a 9 pum, start time and 3 Buarantee of
an audience filled with agents, Ficlding fared
much better this time. Ore weel: later, he
was working across town as the npening act
for Chubby Checker. That gig led to 4 tour
thrsughout Canada and such prestigious

US showplaces as the Grear Gorge Resort in
New Jersey and the famous Playbay Clubs.

West's shows were 3 mixture of mystery
and laughs, witl; stand-up magic aisd small
illasions, He added unusiaal touches to bosh
the comedy and ericks. After his Assaszant was
soemingly stabbed with swords in the Tesmple
of Benares, she stood up, took 2 drink, and
startesd spouting water from her body, With
his Sword Suspension, Fielding used the
upraised swords in a tripod arrangement
v support the girl at the staet, figuring thar
placing a body on a straight line of swards
looked too suspicious.

Fielding also started working with a
cohort named Bob the Bird, a white dove
whose role has expanded in West's show
over the vears. “Instead of doing like most

magicians do,” says Fielding, *and prodis:
mng 2 lot of birds, | wanted to use one hird in
a unique way." Bob nightly suffers the indig-
nity of being crushed into Fielding's palm,
hias his neck stretched and his head snapped
off, and ends the show by being shat gur of
4 cannom, caught in Fieldings mowth, and
spit back into his cage. *I knew if | opened
with samething like thar, I'd have EVErY-
body's attention, It still wirks.™

Alter returning from the cross-contineat
tour with Chubby Checker, Fielding was
I"-:hlk-;'d ity his firss |:.'\-:_I-|,'|I3{!:-::~.'| show Bire
Mage, at the Sahara in Reno. The show ran
for nine manths. Fielding kept jumping in and
out of casine shows for the next 25 VEATE, 45 3
VARRETY act, an emcee, a closing acy, and finally
as the solo star of his own afternoon and eve-
ming shevws, Whils some were more syccessful
than athers, his show credits are many, rang:-
ing trom Bravo Vegas az the Imperial Palace
m 1983, in which he warked as the closing act
boe the first time, to shart-term efforts such as
Brerlesk-A-Popgan” ar the Fremont in 1955,
where he was billed 45 “America's most mis-
unclerstond magician, ™

MoA G C

In the world of magic, Ficlding says his real
_coming cut party™ was a show he planaed
in the spring of 1983 titled Stars of Magic for
Hamger in Africe. Inspired by the celebeiry-
studded USA For Afnca humanitarian effores,
Fielding and friend Lance Burron planmed
a pala fund-ra s event at the Tr|:.|:-.;_1 i
Horel, and coaxed big-name magicians ro
participace. Harry Blackssone Je, Max Maven,
Jel! McBride, John Thompson, Mark Wilson,
and athers came cogether, along with emcee
Harry Anderson. Fiekling had nos plamned o
perform in the show himself, but Lance talked
him irter it. He was still unsure unil Dienzg
Henning said he had scen Fielding's Sub Trunk
routine and insisted West do it on the show —
after Dovg did his cwn Metamorphoss acr,
From thar night on, the magic world really
toak notice of Fielding West, whe also per-
formed his rowtines with Bob the Rird.

Thee evenimg was also memorable in that
it brought Anderson and Henning topether
after a bit of a public spar. Harry had recently
hosted Saterdiay Night Live and upset Doug
with his rele in 2 “Dueling Magi™ parody, dur-
ing which Haery shat Doug — actually SNL
MARCH 2012 3l
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comic Rich Hall, Feldmg talked Dowg mio
resurning the favar by shooting Harry in the
Stiars of Magre show, using a prop Bang gun,
as Henning refused ro handle anything that
loaked of sounded Like a real brearm, Hen-
ning’s bt gt 2 huge reaction from the cromd.

During his early vears in Las Vegas,
Fielding worked wich Fam, his assiszane,
girlfriend, and eventually his wife. By 1985
they had been married for a couple of years,
and Fam cecided she wanted ot of the act,
'”I.'i |‘.~."-::-||'||:II-.';| 4 midve that FII,:I'\.I'Il_'l,: ]'i|_'|.;]*:|'g'5
CAFCCE iALG AEw PErTRtOTY. With Pam our of the
show, Feelding could o longer o his signa-
turg Sab Trunk routine. Coincidenrally, while
at Lance Burmon's howse, he beard a story of
a magcian’s vger that had anacked someone,
Pam thought it would be funny to do an il
sion based on that wea, and thus ]:in_'l-;|'|||g's
nger trick was boarm — na TIRET NECEssary, ust
a sheet and z tear away cosmme,

Fielding recounts, “I went from the Sub
Trunk clothes changes o che riger change,
all becavse my wife did not want v be in the
act anymore — and becawse 1 wias 1a0 cheap
to hire another giel.” The tger bit became 2
standour piece. West gavs, “It was really the
beginning of my comedy career,”

Fielding entered the Comedy Competition
at the Desert Magic Seminar in 1987, where
the tiger treck was instrumental Fielding's
third-place win, just under Kohl & Co, and
Michae |':|I|'|l.':|. |":'.'||.‘|ir|;'_ ok home 51 (61
cash and 510,000 in i:||||'-l:':|:é:t He was zlso
awarded a broree Lioms Head trophy, which
he had painted gold as a gag when he emceed
the Seminar show the next year.

The bookings prize tusned out 1o be en
weeks in the Funny Bones comedy club chain,
where he had to do a 45-mine acr. Wesr did
not have that much macerial thar was suigable
for comedy clubs, bur be manaped to work
his way up to chae wse, When he hmshed
the Funny Bones _|_.:i-_:',-\.._ ke was able 1o book
wobi shows of has own, bus he conmnued m
work i production shows, which paid bercer
than headlining in comedy clubs. [t was dus-
ing a twosyear run with Kirby VanBusch in
Abracadabra ar the Aladdin in Las Vegas that
Fielding, by then divorced from Pam, met a
dancer named Jansce, o whiom he has now
been married for many years,

When he lelt Abracadabrg in 1990, Field-
ing joined Bret Danels in Passion ar che
Horzan in Lake Tahoe, It was in Passion
that West was seen by a manager who ook
him on and gat him nearly eighry relevision
appearances over the next few years, View-
ing awdiences saw Fielding on che Lise show
-::-f -|IIIII.I ,':ila-ml'ﬁ:ﬁ Brophers {.'-:..'.lre'.f:l.' Hiner |I.'-

Fievding Wesl loday — faleved vichim of @ phan-
jam e, swiailawer of ballaons, and confidoni
Spufern genaman,



thie firal |_-p|_-|;uj|,' af Epv PARITR o1 the |'r.'||'.lr-':.".
He didn't just appear on shows that then van-
ished — he had been on Imprrop twice before,
and it remained aa the zir — but he had

guest spots on nearly all the stand-up comedy
shows that were pogualar in che 1990, as well
as guest acting roles on relevision and in film,
He worked not |'||:|:. with other comedy acts,
I"ll" h| i,'| 'I.'¢||I'| -!"'ll'll_':-l.'a'i'!al_' HIT.'IIé:I":l |'||.|:h:i|. .'hl'll:l'u'-h
as well. In 1994, Fielding appeared on the
first of the World's Greafest Mapic speaals,
during which b levitared an assistant who
then crashed o the ground belind him — a
gag routine coneeived and given 1o West by
his friend _|n|*:|| ny '|'|':|:-||'|p-.n||.

_|-;:-:1:'|n:. and i-"-'l‘-l""f: alzr worked ‘.-.|;'_q.':|1|'r
with Lance Burton, writing all the dialogue
for Lance’s six television specials, =1 live
with Lance on and off for three vears,™ West
says, “so | knew his timing and |1I:rns-ing,.
which made ot much easier o write for
him.” Ficlding has also crafted lines and
ideas for other acts, including David Cop
perfield, who credited Fielding on twa of
his television specials. Fielding also starmed
in his own cable special, Hocis Pocus, It
Frelding Wesr, for which Lance Burton
served as executive producer,

Chnstage, Frelding comes aeross o the
audience with a brash confdence that
seerys mo combine bosh his sideshow
and car salesman backgrounds — which
might not be so dissimilar, ar that, He
seems 1o be a bir of 2 wacky prtchman
as he Rlls in the bald spet on che back
of his head with hardware-store spray
I"jl'll: (4.8 '||.'I|l|:'|'| I|I.! j'-".','l”l'l'u‘-'.‘i | I':!.'I!'_ I".'II'
lomn. But bevond his over-the-top com-
edy and his *C'mon folks, we're having
fun lere!™ artinade is a seriows student
of the art of magic — who has now
become a tswches

“For me,™ he says, "the hardest
|:|'||'.|!_'| e o 1% £ it o an andienos
and watch mistakes, | go 10 magic
conventions and see kids with talent,
but they have not learmed how to
handle cheir work environment,” Al
50 West has begun giving classes in
stage technique, taking on just a few
students at a time. While he dESIgI'.{‘»J
the lessons for kids fsom owelve 1o
sevemteen, one of the requitemems s
that the kids must be accompanied
by am adult. After seeing what theie
children got out of the classes, sev
cral of the parents have returned to
cake the course themselves, even the
ones who afe Aor performers,

“The class iz called The First
Sixey Seconds,” Fielding rours,

“angl it covers the hasics you
should know abour steppang oul
(!-1I'k.|.i_!:|'. % a crash conisse iy

p|;|'-|i|_' sp-;_-._aku'.!; b a Ly whe has done it tor
torry vears.” West says that andsences respect
the control you kave onstage = not so much
over them, bur over vourself; chey can feel
how comfortable and prepared you are, He
passes on tips abowt speaking louder than
normal when onstage, even when vou are
||-=Li;'|!_lh =] |1'|||_'n:|p|'n'-|||_'._ |1|.|l:||:_,: Sure Yoal stand
up straight and look ar your awdience, mak-
ing a connection with them; and the impor-
targe of knowing intimacely not just your
openimg hise, but your whole opening para-
graph, He also emphasizes how important it
is mot to rush through the lines, quoting Bey
Besgeron: *The difference between an ama-
tewr 2nd a pro is the length of their pauses.”
Tlse classes have been successful so far,
without any advertising, Word of mouth
has been enough, alchough Fielding plans
o make this new career path beter known,

And he s shll _7!|,'rf||r||1i|1u himself, from
MAZIC CONYENLION APPearances (o privace
galas o crusse ships, as well as lecturing o
local magic clabs; be was nominased for Lec-
gurer of the Year 2000 ar the Magic Castle,
Fredding acknowledpes that the dema nd far
VAMKCTY a0s and emeees hag |:|r!,',|.'|g.' dried uap
it thie casing towns where he has worked tor
vears, The market has changed it Cirgue
du Soleil and similarly styled productions, or
lowe-budger shows that don't pay encugh te
be warth has rime.

Mevertheless, Fielding bears no biterness
toward the L'l'..an!;l_' i entertaimment trends,
He semains as enthusiastic as ever about
magic, and he continues loeking for the
skewed comedy angles that have become his
eradesmirk. “My career isn't over,” he says,
“I bove what 1 do and U'm enjoying myself.
You're stll in the business aoil yiand decide

that vou're not anymare,” 5l
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